
APPENDIX 8 

 

PROTOCOL FOR FILMING/RECORDING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 
1. The Council supports the principle of transparency and allows the filming, 

recording and photographing at its meetings that are open to the public.  It also 
welcomes the use of social networking websites, such as Twitter and Facebook, 
and micro-blogging to communicate and report on proceedings to the wider 
community. 

 
2. To enable members of the public to be fully informed, anyone proposing to film, 

record or take photographs of a meeting is requested to advise Democratic 
Services before the start of the meeting. 

 
3. The Mayor / Chair of the meeting has absolute discretion to terminate or suspend 

any of these activities if, in their opinion, continuing to do so would prejudice or 
unduly disrupt proceedings at the meeting. 

 
4. The circumstances in which termination or suspension might occur could include: 

 

• Public disturbance of the meeting. 

• When the press and public are excluded from the meeting due to the 
confidential or exempt nature of information to be discussed in Part II of an 
agenda. 

• Where it is considered that continued recording / photography / filming / 
webcasting might infringe the rights of any individual. 

• When the Chair considers that a defamatory statement has been made. 
 

5. In allowing filming and recording, the Council asks those recording proceedings do 
not edit the film / record / photographs in a way that could lead to misinterpretation 
of the proceedings, or infringe the core values of the Council.  This includes 
refraining from editing an image or views expressed in a way that may ridicule, or 
show a lack of respect towards those being photographed / filmed / recorded, or 
misrepresent a Council discussion. 

 
6. Filming or recording must be overt and persons filming should not move around the 

meeting room whilst filming nor should they obstruct proceedings or the public from 
viewing the meeting.  The Council may adopt operational arrangements to facilitate 
the effective transaction of business at a meeting by designating certain areas of a 
meeting room to be available for those who wish to record the meeting; and/or 
designating certain areas of the meeting room for any members of the public who 
do not wish to be filmed. 

 
7. The use of flash photography, additional lighting or any non hand held devices, 

including tripods, will not be allowed unless this has been discussed with 
Democratic Services prior to the meeting and agreement has been reached on 
how it can done without disrupting the meeting. 

 
8. The Council will advise the public that the meeting may be filmed, recorded or 

photograph via notices on the agenda for the meeting and in the meeting room. 
 
Any person failing to comply with any element of this protocol will have permission to record 
future meetings withdrawn 


